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     The St. Mary’s River Watershed Association was incorporated in 
March of 2005 and elected its first Board of Directors in April of that 
year.  Nancy McAllister became the organization’s first president.  In 
March of 2006, the Association was granted non-profit status 
under section 501 (C)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.  
 

     The Association protects, improves, and promotes the well-
being of the St. Mary’s River watershed in ways that also 
revitalize the economic, social, and cultural health of the 
community. 
 

     The Association strives to establish a sustainable and 
beneficial relationship between the ecology of the St. Mary’s 
River and the communities in the watershed. 

Mission: 
 

To Protect, Improve, and Promote the well-being of 
the St. Mary's River Watershed through the 
collaborative efforts of economic, agricultural, 
environmental, social, cultural, and political 
stakeholders in the community.  

Background & Introduction 

Johnson Pond 

Standing Committees—Chairpersons 
• Membership—Bob Lewis 301-862-3517 
• Public Policy—Suellen Keiner  
• Backyard Conservation / Education—Elaine Szymkowiak 
• Strategic Planning—Joe Anderson 
• Science/Restoration—Bob Paul 
• Development—Richard Holden 
 

Watershed Restoration Action Strategy Project 
• Bob Paul—Project Co-Leader 
• Sue Veith—Project Co-Leader 

• Joe Anderson—President 
• Bob Paul—Vice President 
• Ray de Leon—Treasurer 
• Todd Rudolph—Secretary 
• Will Gates 
• John Guisti 
• Richard Holden 
• Suellen Keiner 
• Patrick Murphy 
• Karen Nutter 
• Paula Riner 
• Patricia Samford 
• Elaine Szymkowiak 
• Scott Taylor 
• Sue Veith 
• David Waring 
• Nancy McAllister—Emeritus 
• Roger Stone—Emeritus 

Board of Directors 

Staff 
• Bob Lewis—Executive Director 
• Allison Rugila—Student Intern 
• Kalin Hanson—Student Intern 
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     The National Fish & Wildlife Foundation awarded a 
$134,000 Small Watershed grant to our partner organization, 
the Center for Watershed Protection.  The partnership, which 
also includes the Maryland Sea Grant Extension, chose the 
Center as the lead applicant and award recipient due to their 
organizational capacity and long term relationship with NFWF.  
    The completion of the watershed restoration action 
strategy (WRAS) for the St. Mary’s River is the primary 
focus of the grant.  Additionally, four model storm water 
projects were funded and will be completed in the second 
year of this two-year grant program.   

NFWF Grant Funds Partnership 

Oyster Sanctuary Plan Questioned 

talks with DNR and Delegate John Bohanan in an effort to 
understand how these proposed operations will be 
compatible with the goals and objectives of the sanctuary 
designation.  The Association is committed to protecting  
wild oysters within the sanctuary.   
 

     Last August, the Maryland Department of Natural 
Resources began accepting applications for aquaculture 
bottom leases within the Bay’s oyster sanctuaries.  In the St. 
Mary’s River, five applications have been submitted for 
more than 80 acres of currently productive oyster bars.  
Beginning the last week of July, the Association has been in 

     The watershed plan is expected to be presented to the 
public for comments in early 2012.  Storm water projects at 
Great Mills High School, county-run apartments on Military 
Lane, and St. Mary’s College of Maryland will be completed 
in spring 2012. 

Oyster Restoration Takes Off 

a living laboratory and restoration project adjacent to the 
college.  This five-acre project will create a two-acre reef 
with three-dimensional structure simulating historic oyster 
reefs once found throughout the southern Bay.  An 
additional two acres will be developed as shell bar typical of 
state-run restoration projects.  The goals are: 1) to monitor, 
evaluate, and compare the benefits, weaknesses, and 
detriments to both habitats, compare varied reef designs, and 
provide model criteria for project duplication elsewhere; 2) 
to provide opportunity for outreach and education to area 
schools and youth groups, and, 3) to provide ecological and 
recreational benefits through habitat restoration. 

     Two million (and counting) oysters were planted in the 
St. Mary’s River in 2010-2011.  More than 215 volunteers 
have stepped up to assist in this project and nearly 100 
homeowners are hosting cages at their piers.  Beginning with 
Governor O’Malley’s Marylanders Grow Oysters program 
in the fall of 2009, the St. Mary’s River sanctuary restoration 
program has expanded three-fold thanks to generous 
donations from Boeing Global Corporate Citizenship and 
Tidewater Dental. In the fall, we submitted a proposal to the 
state to reclaim fifteen acres of unproductive bottom which 
will be hardened and seeded with oysters over the coming 
three years. 
     Early last year we formalized a partnership with local 
Rotary clubs and St. Mary’s College of Maryland to pursue 

A River Affair Fundraiser Launched May 15 

      The honor of Emeritus Director was bestowed upon 
Nancy McAllister and Roger Stone.  Thanks go out to 
Richard Holden and Tricia Samford who led the team in 
planning the event.  Gross proceeds exceeded $46,000… 
Hats Off!!    (David Norris won the Knaggs guitar raffle.) 

     The turn out for brunch at the Brome Howard Inn on the 
banks of the St. Mary’s River  was indeed a splendid 
occasion with good food, great entertainment, and more than 
forty exciting items in the silent auction.  Oysters-on-the-
half-shell rounded out a delightful menu prepared by 
Michael and Lisa Kelley of Canard’s Catering. 
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as of December 31, 2011 

Liquid Assets 
   Old Line Bank $38,989 
   Petty cash  $         0 
Investments 
   Fidelity Services $34,718 
Equipment & Furniture 
   Headquarters $  1,541 
Bills Receivable 
   Contractual $  1,500 
 
         Total Assets $76,748 
 
Obligations & Debts $         0 
 
  Total Liabilities $         0 

Financial Report 

Members and Corporate Donors Step Up to Fill Void Left by Economic Downturn 

     Competition for government and private grant support 
reach an all-time high due to the economic climate.  For the 
fiscal year ending December 31, 2011, actual cash revenue 
from government grants dropped to 3% of the operating 
budget—down from 14% in FY2010, and a high of 53% in 
FY2008.   We were able to offset this significant reduction 
through a partnership grant from the National Fish & 
Wildlife Foundation in the amount of $134,000, which was 
awarded to the Center for Watershed Protection for work 
entirely within the St. Mary’s River watershed.  
     Membership and corporate donations filled the gap 
admirably providing essential funding to maintain programs 
and operations.  Member donations accounted for 45% of 
total cash revenues, up from just 8% in FY2008.  Corporate 
donations provided 41%, an increase from 9% in FY2008. 
Average donations from members increased nearly 40% 
from FY2010 and 110% compared to FY2008. 

     Members stepped up even more for the year-end 
appeal contributing an average $173 per household—a 
124% increase above the prior year. 
     Generally, average corporate giving remained level in 
FY2011 due to the increased need from non-profits 
strained by government cutbacks and a slow economy.  Of 
note, Boeing and Tidewater Dental each doubled their 
giving in FY2011 in support of oyster restoration 
programming. 
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Sponsors & Partners  

 

• Alfred A. Lacer—Attorney at Law 

• Bailey’s Catering & Party Rentals 

• Baldwin & Briscoe PC 

• The Boeing Company 

• The Brooks & Barbour Team—
Century 21 New Millennium 

• Center for Watershed Protection 

• Cherry Cove 

• Chesapeake Bay Trust 

• Chesapeake Custom Embroidery 

• Chesapeake Public Charter School 

• Choose Clean Water 

• Cole Travel—American Express 

• Communications Facilities 

• The Community Foundation 

• Cook’s Liquor & Deli 

• Creative Beginnings 

• CSC 

• David A. Reumont, CPA, PC 

• David Norris 

• Edward Jones—Ed Turbush 

• Forrest Technology Center 

• Gen‐On 

• Glazed Pine / Liberty Homes 

• Good Earth Natural Foods 

• The Greenery 

• Greenwell Foundation 

• Guy Distributing 

• Hewitt’s Service Center 

• Hilltop Graphics 

• Historic St. Mary’s City 

• Imagine One 

• ICPRB 

• John Hanson Licensed Acupuncturist 

• Johnny Oyster Seed 

• KeThink sfs 

• Liberty Homes—Welcome Home Realty 

• Maryland Dept. of Natural Resources 

• Maryland Sea Grant Extension 

• Maryland State Arts Council 

• Maryland Stormwater Consortium 

• Shep & Pat McKenney 

• Nat’l Fish and Wildlife Foundation 

• The Patuxent Partnership 

• Patuxent Riverkeeper 

• Phocus Video 

• Potomac Riverkeeper 

• Printing Press 

• Research & Engineering Development Inc. 

• Ridge to Reefs, Inc. 

• River Networks 

• Rotary Club—Lexington Park 

• Rotary Club—Leonardtown 

• Saber Systems Inc. 

• SAIC 

• St. Mary’s College of Maryland 

• St. Mary’s County Arts Council 

• St. Mary’s River Yacht Club 

• Shore Thing Shellfish 

• Smartronix 

• SMECO 

• Southern Maryland Oyster 
Cultivation Society 

• Taylor Gas Company 

• Thomas B. Watts 

• Tidewater Dental 

• Tri‐County Abstract 

• W.M. Davis 

• John Felicitas & Christine Wray 

• Wyle 
 

Lindsey Paul Rudolph Intern Endowment 2011 Donors 

 ‐ anonymous ‐ 
 ‐ anonymous ‐ 
Mary Barber & Kurt Von Kann 
James & Barbara Bershon 
Tom, Vanessa, & Gabriela Botzman 
Bette & Craig Bumgarner 
Trish Cole & Susan Grier  
Cook's Park Hall 
Tom & Helen Daugherty 
Abel & Doris Dominguez 
Carl & Franziska Dubac 
Kate Fritz & Rick Marsh 
Rob & Sue Gibbs 
George Guy & Nancy Allwine  
Merv & Nell Hampton 
Gail & John Harmon 

Jim & Suzanne Hardin 
Chip & Emily Jackson 
Julia King & Raymond Cannetti 
Carla & John Kociolek 
Alfred & Kathy Lacer 
Leslie & Mike Mangold 
Elfreda & Walter Mathis 
John & Julie McAllister 
Susan & Peter Messitte 
Susan Nash & Richard Holden 
Judy O'Brien & John Hanson 
Jacqueline Paskow 
David & Charlotte Paul 
Pamela Pederson 
Richard Platt & Juliet Brown 
Laurence & Susan Polsky 

Michael & Cynthia Pototsky 
Elizabeth & Jordan Price 
Ken Reed & Sandy Hunt 
Nanette & Edward Rudolph 
Barbara & Charles Shifley 
Maureen Silva & Kenneth Allen 
Roger & Flo Stone 
Lois Stover & David Finkelman 
Elaine Szymkowiak & Michael Smith 
Joe & Leslie Urgo 
Mike, Donna, Lauren, & Alysa  VanMeter 
Tom & Katie Watts 
Margaret & John Weir 
Robert & Corinne White 
Paula & Ernie Willoughby 
Ned Wolfe & Kathy Cummings 
 

Visit us on the web: 
 

www.SMRWA.org 
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Our Members and Major Donors in 2011 

    Friend $103 to $302 

Cynthia Alksne & Steve Mcmahon 
Andy & Sandy Anderson 
Joe Anderson & Jane Rowe 
Bob & Joanne Boxwell 
Jeff & Beth Byrd 
Dudley & Georgia Chase 
Russell & Flavienne Crenshaw 
Abel & Doris Dominguez 
Barry Friedman 
Kate Fritz & Rick Marsh 
Bill & Kathryn Fry 
Bonnie Green & Bill Edgerton 
John Giusti & Sherry Stanley 
Shelby & Eugene Guazzo 
Suzanne & Jim Hardin 
Larry Haskell 
Chris & Laura Haynes 
Suzy Henderson 
Allan & Macy Hovland 
Kate & Dan Ingersoll 
Sherry Jones & Alan Stone 
Jordon, Tania, & Alma Jordon 
Julie King & Ray Cannetti 
Al & Kathy Lacer 
Bob & Jean Maddox 
Philip & Phyllis Margolius 
Susan & Peter Messitte 
Bill & Carol Moody 
Kristine & Michael Nash 
Karen & James Nutter 
Kay & Julius Owens 
Tony & Bozena Pait 
Larry & Susan Polsky 
John Roberts & Karen Horton 
Donna & Charles Sasscer 
Joe Satterthwaite 
Brenda & Kenneth Songy 
Joan & Richard Timbie 
Ed & Timea Turbush 
Joe & Leslie Urgo 
Jeanne & Larry Vote 
Carolyn & John Williamson  

     Members $0 to $99 
Lewie Aldridge Jr. 
Harold & Charlotte Ale Jr. 
Frank & Christina Allen 
Mary Alves 
Dan & Sue Ann Armitage 
Jamie & Renee Barber 
Mary Barber & Kurt von Kann 
Polly Barber 
Thomas Barrett & Liisa Franzen 
William & Janet Bartlett 
Julia & Robin Bates 
Rachel Baum 
Laura Bayless 
Fred & Becky Benton 
Stephen & Maurine Bernard 
Jim & Barbara Bershon 
Alys Blackwell 
Dorothy Tappan Blackwell 
Gioia Blix 
Boeing St. Louis Workers 
Tom & Vanessa Botzman 
Barbara Bowman & Daniel Greene 
Kevin Boyle 
The Branch Family 
Elda Branham 
Bonnie & John Hanson Briscoe 
Elmer & Johnie Brown 
Michael & Cheryl Brown 
Juliet Brown & Richard Platt 
Craig & Bette Bumgarner 
Hester, Chris, & Sage Burch 
James & Judy Carr 
Leeanne Carr & Carol Edick 
Madeline Casey 
Dick & Sharon Chadwick 
Christy & Scott Chesser 
Kay Clark 
Ben & Anne Click 
Ed & Pat Cole 
Trish Cole & Susan Grier 
Raymond Coombs 
Curtis & Albina Cooper 
Elizabeth & David Cooper 

     Members (continued) 
Debbie & Edward Copeland 
Capt. Butch & Jo Cornelius 
Jim Cosgrove 
Paul & Susan Croisetiere 
Joseph & Margaret Cullison 
Betty & Robert Currie 
Fred & Betty Czarra 
Tom & Helen Daugherty 
Jeanne Davis 
Wayne Davis 
Wilson & Roberta Davis 
Ray & Amy de Leon 
Adine Doherty 
Dan & Karen Doherty 
Dan & Diana Donahue 
Scott Dorsey 
Jim Doussard 
Carleen & Paul Downs 
Patricia Dunlap 
Peter & Elizabeth Egeli 
Daniel Eksuzian & Ilona Berk 
David Ellsworth 
Lynn Erwin & Mike Whitson 
Carol Evans 
Merl & Susan Evans 
Stephen Fadeley 
Marcia Fairweather 
Elizabeth Ferguson 
George & Janet Fiackos 
Judy Fillius & Gary Schubert 
Jeanette & Richard Findley 
JoAnn Fischer 
Ronald Fishman 
Don Fletcher 
Mark, Sharon, Nick, Ben, & Joshua Fondren 
Iris Ford 
Bernie & Betty Fowler 
David & Christina Frazier 
John & Kathleen Fulchiron 
Will & Tara Gates 
Polly Gatewood 
Barbara Geehan 
Robert & Suzanne Gibbs 

     Guardian $1,303 or more 

Gail & John Harmon 

Trish Cole & Susan Grier 

Shep & Pat McKenney 

Suellen & Bruce Keiner 

Bob Lewis & Merideth Taylor  

Susan & Bob Paul 

     Steward $303 to $1,302 

Ann & David Allen 
Abel & Doris Dominguez 
Carl & Franziska Dubac 
Jon Farrington 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas B. Howard 
Beverly & Brooks Jackson 
Chip & Emily Jackson 
Tom & Joan Lawrence 
Herbert M. & Naomi Leavitt  
     Family Charitable Trust 

     Steward continued 

Patrick & Jean Murphy 
John & Julie McAllister 
Richard Holden & Susan Nash 
Jeffrey & Julia Nichols 
Judy O'Brien & John and Kalin Hanson 
David & Charlotte Paul 
Todd Rudolph 
Steve & Holly Snyder 
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     Members (continued) 
Laraine & Bill Glidden 
Capt. Jim & Rose Goldsmith 
Phillip Gordan 
Nancy Graf & David Vollmer 
Marcia Greenberg & David Lewis 
Dee & Mike Guy 
George Guy & Nancy Alwine 
Michael & Mary Halloran 
Tom & Catherine Hamilton 
Nell & Merv Hampton 
Sheila Hanson 
Rev. Rona Harding 
Amber Harrison 
Larry & Sarah Hartwick 
Julie Hayden 
Sara Helterman & Family 
Megan Hession 
Jerry, Anita, & Mary Hicks 
Jerry & Linda Himmelheber 
Randal & Jennifer Holt 
Nancy & Wayne Hunter 
George & Mary Joy Hurlburt 
Robin Jenkins 
Mike Jepson & Mary Collins 
Bert & Beverly Johnston 
Joyce Judd 
Melanie Kane 
Elizabeth Keiner 
Grant Keiner & Alexis Roberts 
Scott Keiner & Bronwen Trice 
Dave & Marta Kelsey 
Catherine Kennedy & Philip Bell 
Jim Kenney & Karen Abrams 
Michael & Carrie Kline 
John & Carla Kociolek 
Cynthia Koenig 
Andy & Becky Kozak 
John & Susan Lambert 
Keith Lavender 
David Layman & Ariana Paribello 
Vicky Costello Leake 
Grace & Steve Leopold 
Jeffrey Lerner 
Dudley & Robert Lindsley 
Jon & Alice Lore 
David Lucchesi 
Kimberly Rush Lynch 
Catherine Mailman 
Leslie & Mike Mangold 
Christopher & Margaret Mark 
Muriel & Randy Martin 
April Bryant Mason 
Elfred & Walter Mathis 
Amy & Craig Matzdorf 
Paul & Nancy McAllister 
Scott McGuire 

     Members (continued) 
Kristen Medlock 
Dana & Mac McGarity 
Kathy & Charles Micallef 
Henry & Carol Miller 
Fred Millhiser & Jane Lawrence 
Shann & Jack Mills 
Todd & Maria Morgan 
Sigrid & Kenneth Morris 
Andrea & Bob Mroz 
Kevin & Theresa Newbold 
Margaret Nosko 
Maggie O'Brien & James Grube 
Irene & Timothy Olnick 
Elizabeth Osborn 
John Paradis 
John Paradis Jr. & Lani Clark 
Joan & Michael Paribello 
Nick & Cynthia Parker 
Bob & Patricia Parkinson 
Jackie Paskow 
Pamela Pederson 
Dallas Pelissero 
Denise Pennell 
Jerry & Geraldine Pharis 
Angela Pickeral 
Don & Gloria Jean Pilkerton 
Elizabeth Polen 
Joan Poor & Darrel Harmon 
Cynthia & Michael Pototsky 
Faith Potts 
Adrienne Price 
Jordan & Elizabeth Price 
Daniel & Tracy Prucnal 
Lee Ramsey 
Carol Randell & Brian Walker 
Gay & Doug Reed 
Katherine Reed 
Ken Reed & Sandy Hunt 
Wayne & Linda Reeves 
Elizabeth Reisman 
David & Diane Reumont 
Martel & Isobel Ricketts 
Bernard & Mary Ridgell 
Paula Riner 
Scott & Toni Roberts 
Nanette & Edward Rudolph 
Robert & Barbara Rumpler 
Lester Ryan 
Suzanne & Mike Sakach 
Patricia Samford 
Kathleen Sanders 
Karen Schwartz & Chris Baker 
Curtis & Inge Sexton 
Debby & Greg Shields 
Charles & Barbara Shifley 
Mary Jane Shoemaker 

Our Members continued 

     Members (continued) 
Bryan & Carolyn Siebert 
Jim Smith 
Regina Smith 
Lee Soderberg 
Robert & Joan Stammerjohn 
Richard Stark 
Leslie Stone & Michael Sloan 
Roger & Florence Stone 
Lois Stover & David Finkelman 
Donald & Sarah Strickland 
Tamara Strouth & Steve Nickle 
Mike Stull 
Anne Sundermann 
Kerri White Swank Motion Pictures, Inc. 
Jim & Kristin Swift 
Elaine Szymkowiak & Michael Smith 
Chris Tanner & Jean Illingworth 
Loretta Taylor 
Samuel & Lucy Taylor 
Scott & Karen Taylor 
Lindsay Tempinson & Mike Vargesko 
Stephanie Thompson 
Virginia Rae Thompson 
Sharon Thorstensen 
David & Marilyn Triantos 
Capt. Bill Trossbach 
Steve & Dana Van Abbema 
Michael VanMeter 
Sue Veith & John Rheem 
Alisha Verdict 
David Vert 
Fred & Jackie Victor 
Robert & Barbara Volland 
Mary Walker 
Ann Waring 
David Waring 
Tom & Katie Watts 
John & Margaret Weir 
Tom & Mary Jo Weller 
Martin Wenick & Alice Tetelman 
Adam & Amy Werblow 
Georgia & Barne Wheeler 
Robert & Corinne White 
Susan Wilkinson 
Phil & Kate Willette 
Bill Williams & Holly Gorton 
Gary & Linda Williams  
Ernie & Paula Willoughby 
Richard Wilson 
Becki Wolf 
Ned Wolfe & Kathy Cummings 
Rebecca Wright 
Connie Zimmer & Rob Hetem 
Leonard & Karen Zuza 
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